LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Ardee Mid Louth Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held in Ardee Civic Offices at 5.00pm pm on Thursday 1st June  2023. 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Jim Tenanty 
Cllr Pearse McGeough
Cllr Bernie Conlon
Cllr John Sheridan
Cllr Paula Butterly

Cllr Dolores Minogue
PPN Members:

Damien McKenna
Oireachtas Members 
Nil
Officials:
   
Joe McGuinness, Director of Service
Finbar Gethins, Senior Executive Officer
Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer
Laura McCarragher, Clerical Officer 
AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Superintendent Andrew Watters 
Insp Colm McNally 
Apologies:   
Chief Superintendent Alan McGovern 
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The members considered the minutes from the JPC meeting which took place on 9th March 2023, which were proposed by Cllr John Sheridan  and seconded by Cllr Paula Butterly
Matters Arising

Nil
Local Authority Report

Director of Services with responsibility for Organisational Development, Joe McGuinness advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 

A copy of the most recent LA report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.
· The members were informed that implementation of the Louth Meath Joint Migrant Strategy was progressing. LCC staff had recently presented to the Forum on the recent changes to the electoral registration process , this included voter registration, eligibility and requirement.  

· Members also discussed special voter status for individuals with a medical exemption and access to postal votes, It was noted postal votes are granted in certain circumstances but do not extend to individuals on holidays abroad.
· It was suggested that in addition to raising awareness around International Protection Applicants (IPA) eligibility to vote that awareness should also be raised around eligibility of those with British Citizenship to take account of recent register of electors changes.

· Members were also advised Parking By Laws in Ardee were being amended by LCC . It is anticipated that a time related system will be in place giving drivers a 2 hour parking allocation. It is envisaged Traffic Wardens will be deployed in Ardee to manage and implement the new parking system. 
· The members noted the ongoing issues with traffic congestion in Ardee and they also noted the public protests taking place in Northern Ireland concerning the A5 Bypass in Co Tyrone.  Discussion as to whether residents in Ardee should call for similar public protects to highlight the need for the Ardee By Pass which in effect is an extension of this road network. 
Garda Report

An Garda Síochána gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Ardee & Dunleer Districts. 
A copy of the most recent reports were circulated to the members in advance of the meeting

Arising from the report the following matters were discussed:
· AGS restructuring in Louth Cavan Monaghan Division has been pushed back to Q3 of 2023

· Inspector Colm McNally was welcomed to the JPC as the new Inspector to be located in Ardee/Mid Louth  area and members were informed he will attend the JPC on behalf of AGS going forward
· It was noted a fatal accident occurred in Annagassan on 30.06.23  involving a pedestrian  

· The members welcomed the AGS reports and queried if increases in criminal theft figures could be linked to the cost of living crisis. AGS advised there was no obvious link and that a significant number of the theft figures related to the Apple Green Service Station on the M1 Motorway particularly petrol/diesel theft. 

· AGS advised Operation Stratus established to deal with serious organised crime in Drogheda and it currently extends beyond Drogheda to Ardee & Mid Louth. Divisional drugs units are very active in the area and a number of dealers are being prosecuted due to the high standard of the prosecution cases being prepared and before the courts. 
· There was discussion regarding the increase in minor assault figures and these could be attributed to a young person resident in a local residential facility experiencing considerable difficulties. Damien from DEEHUB offered to liaise with this individual and link the young person in with youth services in the Mid Louth area. 
· Members queried if there is a link between use of drugs for personal use and drug intimidation in Mid Louth , ASG advised at present to obvious correlation and confirmed there are a number of cases under investigation in relation to drug related intimidation in Mid Louth at present.

Members discussed the ad hoc traffic management plan in place in Salterstown and noted that road signage indicating the one way system was removed  by LCC.
Request for signage  to be reinstated and for garda patrols in the area to encourage drivers to adhere to one way system. . Concerns in case of emergency as to how emergency vehicles would access and exit the area.

JMc G to talk to roads section in  LCC regarding signage. 

Request for garda patrols along Port Beach to militate against anti social behaviour and to encourage good driving habits amongst all road users. 

LA 16  Statistics
Figures for noting. 
AOB 
Nil
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
            ______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    

