

LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Ardee Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Zoom Conference Call on Thursday 13th May  2021 at 4.00pm 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Jim Tenanty (Chairperson)
Cllr Dolores Minogue
Cllr Hugh Conlon
Cllr Pearse McGeough
Cllr John Sheridan

Cllr Paula Butterly

Members of the Oireachtas:
Nil
PPN Reps:

Damien McKenna

Gerard Melia

Officials:
                           

Paddy Donnelly, Director of Services
Joe McGuinness, Director of Services

Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Chief Superintendent Christy Mangan

Supt Andrew Watters
Acting Superintendent Ronan Carey

Sgt Mark McNulty

Apologies:                             
Deputy Ged Nash

Deputy Fergus O Dowd

Introduction and Welcome

Chairman Jim Tenanty opened the meeting and welcomed the members he advised that due to public health restrictions as a result of Covid 19 the meeting was being held by Zoom Conference Call. 

Paddy Donnelly Director of Service advised the meeting that members of the media were joining the meeting and that guidelines pertaining to attendance at public meetings remain in place and that electronic/digital recording of the meeting was prohibited.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of Ardee JPC Meeting which took place on Thursday 13th May 2021  proposed by Cllr Dolores Minogue  and seconded by Cllr Pearse McGeough
Matters Arising

Speeding highlighted as an issue at Station Road Castlebellingham and on the road from Castlebellingham – Annagassan. AGS advised these areas are getting significant attention from the Roads Policing Unit and local units/patrols.

CCTV Ardee a number of issues are being progressed as part of the project and AGS and LCC are to meet next week to discuss and move the project forward. 
Local Authority Report

Director of Housing Paddy Donnelly advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Discussions arose from same as follows :
.

· JPC Members wished to thank council staff and staff from D- Hub for their continued hard work throughout the pandemic.

· The members welcomed the re-opening of library services in the county and the particularly welcomed the significant increase in library opening hours .
· Members welcomed the return of the Collision Prevention Programme noting that whilst committee meetings have not taken place during the period of pandemic restrictions, it was hoped to arrange a remote meeting soon subject to participants’ availability. The committee will look at solutions to areas identified as problematic through education, enforcement , engineering and  will try to find a suitable solution to address the problem . 
· Members agreed at junction at Mansfield Cross and Mullacrew Cross should be rasied at next Collision Prevention Committee meeting. 
· Komaneer App- the members of Ardee Municipal District have allocated funds from their budget towards the App and this matter will need to be explored further with AGS and LCC.  Procurement process to commence however the issue of a sustainable budget for the project needs to be addressed. 
Garda Report

Superintendent Andrew Watters gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Dunleer Sub District and Acting Superintendent Ronan Carey gave the same for the Ardee District Area.
The reports were circulated to the members in advance of the meeting and arising from the report the following matters were discussed
· The members noted new Hate Crime Legislation is due to be enacted. AGS inform the members they will embrace the new legislation and are acutely aware of the responsibility placed on AGS in relation to such matters.
· AGS welcomed 4 new additional Gardai to the area.

· AGS confirmed there are now 4 Gardai stationed in Castlebellingham. 
· Domestic Violence 25% increase nationally as a result of the pandemic,  AGS continue to treat it very seriously with a proactive policing approach. AGS  have a pro arrest policy if a protection/barring order is breached. 

· Operation Revolve to be rolled out across the district this will address cyclist particularly those using footpaths and behaviour and those using e-scooters 

· Request for periodic speed checks at Reaghstown GAA Club and Stabannon Link Road.

· Members agreed Covid has presented opportunities to re-engage with vulnerable and isolated members of the community and expressed a wish to continue this engagement once restrictions were lifted. 

· Discussion regarding the legal position regarding consuming alcohol in public or when public houses reopen.,. AGS stated that unless there is new legislation introduced as it stands according to current by laws street drinking is prohibited .

JPC Steering Committee

The members were informed that the JPC Steering Committee met in advance of the JPC Forum and discussed issues pertaining to public meetings and face to face meetings. In accordance with Government advice meetings will remain on Zoom for the moment. The steering committee are looking at ways of engaging the public and increasing attendance at the public meetings scheduled for Autumn 2021. The matter will be discussed further at the next JPC Steering Committee meeting 
Confirmed at Meeting held on:
______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    


