

LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL / AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA

Ardee Local Policing Forum
Minutes of meeting held by Zoom Conference Call on Thursday 11th February 2021 at 4.00pm 
Present:
LOCAL AUTHORITY

Elected Members:
Cllr Jim Tenanty (Chairperson)
Cllr Dolores Minogue
Cllr Hugh Conlon
Cllr Pearse McGeough
Cllr John Sheridan

Members of the Oireachtas:

Nil
Officials:
                           

Paddy Donnelly, Director of Services
Joe McGuinness, Director of Services

Sinead McVerry, Administrative Officer

AN GARDA SÍOCHÁNA
Chief Superintendent Christy Mangan

Supt Andrew Watters
Acting Superintendent Ronan Carey

Sgt Mark McNulty

Apologies:                             
Damien McKenna PPN 
Introduction and Welcome

Chairman Jim Tenanty opened the meeting and welcomed the members he advised that due to public health restrictions as a result of Covid 19 the meeting was being held by Zoom Conference Call. 

Paddy Donnelly Director of Service advised the meeting that members of the media were joining the meeting and that guidelines pertaining to attendance at public meetings remain in place and that electronic/digital recording of the meeting was prohibited.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of Ardee JPC Meeting which took place on Thursday 11th November 2020  proposed by Cllr Hugh Conlon  and seconded by Cllr Dolores Minogue
Matters Arising

Nil
Local Authority Report

Director of Housing Paddy Donnelly advised members on recent developments under the 5 pillars of the Community Safety Strategy. 
A copy of the most recent report was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.

Discussions arose from same as follows 

· Comhairle na nOg purchase of technical equipment to enable the members to continue working throughout the restrictions was welcomed by the members 

· Community Resilience programme was commended by the members

· Super Connection Programme a programme to enable young people to engage with older people and show them how to use electronic devices to enable them to stay in contact with friend family and services during the pandemic was having a positive impact for many older people in the community.

· Migrant Strategy Louth will host the next meeting and it is anticipated LA will have an update  on the outcome of the Migrant Strategy meeting for the next JPC meeting in May 2021

· Members welcomed signage in local parks  to support the public using the equipment in the park in a safe and constructive manner 

CCTV has paused as not considered essential works during the level 5 restrictions

· It was noted the Sports Unit will host the filming of RTE’s Operation Transformation throughout January and February 2021. The entire show will be filmed in Louth with the studio set based at Dundalk Sports Centre for 7 weeks.

.
Garda Report

Superintendent Andrew Watters gave a presentation on the Garda Report outlining crime Statistics in the Dunleer Sub District and Acting Superintendent Ronan Carey gave the same for the Ardee District Area.
The reports were circulated to the members in advance of the meeting and arising from the report the following matters were discussed
· AGS advised there is a high level of compliance with Covid 19 Restrictions across the division

· AGS have carried out a significant no. of Covid checkpoints 
· 2 detections for sale and supply of drugs  in Dunleer very welcome and a result of the resources of the drugs unit which has concentrated on matters in mid Louth area for some time now
· 3 ATM thefts in Ardee still under investigation 

· A number of community initiatives supported by AGS on pause or operating remotely due to Covid restrictions 

· Members welcomed the presence of AGS out and about during the pandemic to provide reassurance to the public 

· Issues with speeding at Station Road , Castlebellingham  and approach road to Castlebellingham from Annagassan 

· Issue of online intimidation and abuse discussed , AGS advised such matters can  be reported to them and there is legislation in place to deal with these crimes

· Drug related Intimidation, AGS dealing with such cases on a regular basis within the division, encourage families to come forward and that there are supports in place to help them.

JPC Annual Report 2020

A copy of the JPC Annual Report was presented to the members and the matter was considered and the members agreed it met the requirements under The Garda Siochana Act. Proposed by Cllr Tennanty and seconded by Cllr Minogue

Confirmed at Meeting held on:
______________________________
Chairman:



______________________________   

Meetings Administrator: 

______________________________    


