JUNE 2010

________________________________________________________________

AGENDA / CLÁR OIBRE
1. CONFIRMATION OF  MINUTES 
(Enclosed/Iniata)
Monthly Meeting held on 17th May 2010
2. MINUTES – For Information 
(Enclosed/Iniata)

a) Drogheda East & West Area Committee

10/05/10

b) Dundalk Carlingford/South Area Committee
10/05/10

c) Ardee Area Committee



22/04/10

d) Corporate Policy Group



07/05/10

3. ADOPTION OF ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR STRATEGY AS PROVIDED UNDER SECTION 35 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 2009
   
 (Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, Housing & Corporate Services

4. HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT SCHEME 2010 – FOR APPROVAL

(Scheme herewith)

(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Acting Director of Housing & Corporate Services

5. DRAFT STANDING ORDERS – FOR APPROVAL

(Enclosed copy of Draft Standing Orders and Copy of existing Standing Orders)
To be dealt with by Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Acting Director of Housing & Corporate Services

6. CONFERENCES EXPENSES PROTOCOL  - FOR APPROVAL

(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. P. Fitzsimons, Acting Director of Housing & Corporate Service

7. RURAL WATER PROGRAMME
(Enclosed/Iniata)

· Provisional proposals for year 2010 – for approval by Members

· Year 2009 – Review for noting by Members.

To be dealt with by Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services, Environment & Water

8. TRANSPORT AND MARINE PROGRESS REPORT
(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

9. HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
   
 (Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, Housing & Corporate Services
10. PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT
   
(Enclosed/Iniata)
 

To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

11. CONFERENCES / EVENTS
To approve members’ attendance at the following conferences:-
1. BIDS Conference, Dundalk Chamber of Commerce, Ballymac, 11th May – Cllrs. T. Brennan, F. Godfrey, J. D’Arcy, A. Grehan.

2. The Cost of Insurance & Claims to your Local Authority, Esperanza Enterprises, 21st – 23rd May, Galway – Cllrs. O. Tully, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, M. Bellew.

3. Business Investments, Websites 4U, 14th – 16th May, Kildare – Cllrs. M. Bellew, J. Ryan.

12. TO AGREE VENUE FOR JULY MEETING

13. NOTICES OF MOTION
(i) From Cllr. E. Corrigan
That this council

        “Condemns the Israeli attack on the Gaza Freedom Flotilla’s aid mission which has resulted in deaths and injuries of those attempting to bring much needed aid to the besieged city of Gaza, which has been subject to an Israeli blockade which is illegal under international law.

        Commends those Irish citizens who participated in this humanitarian mission to bring 10,000 tones of aid to the people of Gaza.

        Recognizing that this attack is an affront to international law and has endangered the lives of Irish citizens, calls on the Irish Government to:-
        Expel the Israeli Ambassador.

        Use its influence to discontinue the EU’s preferential trade agreement with Israel.

        Support and seek the backing of other countries for a new international aid mission to Gaza which will ensure that necessary vital supplies reach the suffering people of that besieged area."
Reply
This is a matter for the members

(ii)
From Cllr. Ged Nash
“That this Council agrees that information relating to the salaries and expenses paid to Elected Members serving on Louth Local Authorities should be published online on an annual basis in order to make this legitimate information available and more accessible to the general public, in the interests of greater openness and transparency”.

Reply
This is a matter for the members

(iii)
From Cllr. P. Mc Geough
"That this council, in consultation with the NRA, erect traffic lights at junction of the Kells Road, Drogheda Road and N2 in Collon Village"
Reply
Before a decision can be made regarding the provision of traffic lights, traffic counts are required at this junction in order to see if any of the relevant warrants are reached. If the warrants are reached then a decision will be made as to whether or not the provision of traffic lights will reduce or increase the danger at this junction. Previously, a pedestrian crossing had to be removed from the N2 in Collon as it was considered to make the situation worse.

Traffic counts will be carried  out over the summer and consultation will commence with the NRA in order to start the process.
(iv)
From Cllr. F.  Godfrey

“What was the overall cost borne by Louth County Council when travellers moved out of a site on Ardee-Collon road, outside Collon and how many litter fines were imposed, as there was tones of rubbish which took a JCB to clean up on Monday 19th April and several subsequent days”.
Reply
The cost of the clean up operation was €2,960 and three fines were issued by the Council in respect of litter offences in this area.
 (v)
From Cllr. F. Godfrey
“That Louth County Council investigate the number of houses in new private estates in the County, half finished, which are being vandalized & used for anti-social behaviour, as these are a health and safety concern”

Reply
The local authority has no remit with regard to anti-social behaviour in units that are not provided under the Housing Acts. However this is a matter that should be referred to the Joint Policing Committees for discussion. 
(v)
From Cllr. F. Godfrey

“That Louth County Council would recommend to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Mr. John Gormley T.D. that city status be granted to the town of Drogheda

Reply
This is a matter for the members
(vi)
From Cllr. C. Markey

“That decision made by Louth County Council to sell the public toilets in Dunleer be reversed with a view to allowing the possibility of re-opening the toilets in Dunleer”.
Reply
This is a matter for the members and any consideration of same must be considered in tandem with the budget implications of managing such a facility.
14. NOTICES OF QUESTION
From Cllr. C. Markey
With reference to the statement at the end of the April Housing Report in relation to the Department of the Environment (see below). Is this a NAMA for local government loans, and does it have any implications for the land purchased by Louth County Council for social housing in Dunleer or in any other part of county Louth?

“The Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government has issued guidance in relation to the management of loans used for financing the construction of Housing Capital Projects. This will impact on recoupments  and indeed could see some loans and the connected assets being managed centrally via a new initiative”.

Reply
The Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government through the Sustainable Housing Agency have been asked to co-ordinate on all land holdings in control of Housing Authorities and financed under loans from Housing Finance Agency.  It is not yet clear what the outcome of this exercise will be.  The lands at Dunleer are part financed by such a loan.  The prospect of Social Housing on this lands is unlikely given the emphasis on vacant units nationally and the concentration of Leasing Options.

15. CORRESPONDENCE
· Limerick County Council – 04/06/2010

· Irish Medical Organisation – 09/06/2010

· B.H.K. Credit Union Limited – 09/6/2010

16. COUNTY MANAGER’S REGISTER
The County Manager will submit his Order Register to-date.
________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


