JANUARY 2010

________________________________________________________________

AGENDA / CLÁR OIBRE
1. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 21st DECEMBER 2009 & BUDGET MEETING HELD ON 14th DECEMBER 2009








         (Enclosed/Iniata)
2. MINUTES – For Information 
a) Dundalk Carlingford/Dundalk South Area Committee – 14/12/09

b) Drogheda East and West Area Committee – 07/12/09 & 21/12/09

c) Ardee Area Committee Meeting – 26/11/09

d) Corporate Policy Group – 11/12/09
         







(Enclosed/Iniata)
3. SPC – CHAIRPERSON’S REPORTS

· Environment

· Transportation

· Economic Development
4. PROPOSED AGREEMENTS WITH DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL AND DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL UNDER SECTION 85 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 – WATER SERVICES NETWORK FUNCTIONS IN DROGHEDA AND DUNDALK

To be dealt with by Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services, Water & Environmental Services

 




(Enclosed/Iniata)
5. SECTION 183 NOTICE
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT LOUGHANTARVE, KNOCKBRIDGE, CO. LOUTH  TO BARRY CALLAN  IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 183 NOTICE ISSUED TO MEMBERS ON 6th JANUARY, 2010
To be dealt with by Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services, Water & Environmental Services

(Enclosed/Iniata)
6. DRAFT POLLING SCHEME – FOR ADOPTION
(Enclosed/Iniata)
To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services
7. MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF ARDEE LOCAL AREA PLAN

To consider a proposal to materially contravene the Ardee Local Area Plan to enable the granting of planning permission to Eamon & Seamus Rogers for a single level food retail supermarket to include food, retail, off-licence, non-food floor space, office, storage, etc

To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services

                                                                       (Correspondence to follow)
8. APPOINTMENT OF 4 MEMBERS TO COUNTY LOUTH VEC

To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services

(Enclosed/Iniata)
9. CAPITAL PROGRAMME – SECTION 135 OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001
To be dealt with by Ms. B. Woods, Head of Finance

   


(Correspondence to follow)
10. FOR APPROVAL – PART 8 REPORT, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001. AS AMENDED IN RELATION TO  THE N53 ROAD IMPROVEMENT SCHEME BARROWSTOWN TO NEWTOWNBALREGAN (PHASE 2) COURT ROAD / TANKARDSROCK ROAD JUNCTION 
(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic Development & Transportation

11. ROADS PROGRESS REPORT
(Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

12. PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT 
(Enclosed/Iniata)
To be dealt with by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services, Economic    Development &Transportation

13. HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
   
 (Enclosed/Iniata)

To be dealt with by Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services, Housing & Corporate Services
14. CONFERENCES
To approve members’ attendance at the following conferences:-
1. Alternative Energy, Improving your Carbon Footprint, Esperanza Enterprises, Dublin Road, Galway, 11th – 13th December 2009 – Cllr. M. Bellew.

15. CORRESPONDENCE
Circular Ref LG 26 /09 Representational Payment for Councillors
16. NOTICES OF MOTION
(i)
From Cllr. G. Nash

That this Council agrees to introduce the following road safety measures at Scoil Naomh Feichin National School, Termonfeckin in the interests of the safety of the 284 children and the staff and parents at the school:
· A reduction in the speed limit at the school to 30kph in accordance with the Road Traffic Act, 2004
· 2 x standard solar energy flashing beacons
· 2 x road-markings indicating ‘Slow – School Ahead’ on the Baltray and Termonfeckin approaches to the school
· Yellow-painted ‘diamond-markings’ indicating safe crossing areas
Reply
The traffic calming measures requested are usually provided using the mechanism of the Local Contribution Scheme, (LCS, also referred to as a 50/50 scheme), where the applicant provides 50% of the funding required.

Traffic calming at schools is prioritised within the scheme and I would recommend that Scoil Naomh Feichin National School, Termonfeckin submit an application for inclusion in 2010.
(ii) From Cllr. F. Godfrey

That Louth County Council in future when there is a big freeze makes sure all roads including by roads and footpaths are gritted in the county.  The council should engage volunteers in the community, farmers and FAS workers and also request support from the Army, FCA and Civil Defence, in the interest of public safety during prolonged icy freezing weather conditions.
Reply

Roads are gritted on a priority basis, National Primary, National Secondary and Regional Roads and urban roads, i.e. the roads that carry the highest volumes of traffic. In total 427 km of roads are gritted and all available plant and resources are utilised. Local roads and footpaths are not gritted. 
During the recent freeze the County Manager established a crisis management team consisting of the HSE, the Gardaí and the Local Authority Staff in response to the severe weather conditions. In addition to the response of the local authorities, there were many examples of volunteerism supporting the community in County Louth.  The emergency services provided assistance where requested through the use of four wheel drive vehicles.  Such vehicles are available to both the fire services and Civil Defence.  The Army was also on standby to assist but this was not necessary on this occasion.  Contingency plans for future extreme weather events will be reviewed in the light of the recent experience.
(iii) From Cllr. F. Godfrey

That Louth County Council and the IDA attract investment and funding towards the fishing industry and so create badly needed employment for Clogherhead.
Reply

Louth Local Authority Economic Development Unit and the Louth Economic Forum is working in partnership with all development agencies to attract inward investment and assist in the development of our indigenous companies and the establishment of new businesses in County Louth. We are presently working with a number of companies that will give added value to our food and fishing industry. The Local Authority are involved with the community in Clogherhead were work space has been provided for the fishing industry and the major development of Clogherhead Port has also added to job creation.
(iv)  From Cllr. F. Godfrey

That Louth County Council provide or acquire a site for a children’s playground in Termonfeckin.
Reply

Given that 

· the Playground Capital Programme 2007 to 2010 does not include provision for a playground in Termonfeckin, 

· Louth County Council does not have land in Termonfeckin for a playground, and

· the national playground funding scheme has ceased since 2008, 

Louth County Council does not at present propose to provide a playground in Termonfeckin.

It should be noted that there already are playgrounds at the following locations in County Louth:

	· Fairgreen, Ardee

	· St. Dominic’s Park, Drogheda

	· St. Helena Park, Dundalk

	· Carlingford Centre

	· Recreation Park, Omeath

	· Housing Estate at Tinure

	· Aisling Park, Dundalk

	· Stephenstown Pond

	· Clogherhead


while it is proposed to provide playgrounds at the following locations subject to site availability and funding.
	· Blackrock

	· Dunleer

	· Collon

	· Louth Village

	· Kilsaran/Castlebellingham

	· Annagassan

	· Dromiskin

	· Tullyallen

	· Dundalk – 4 locations (including Toberona)

	· Drogheda – 5 locations (including Rathmullen and Moneymore) 


17. NOTICES OF QUESTIONS

From Cllr. P. Bell

"With regard to the unfinished works in Gleann Alainn estate Tullyallen, as per the terms of planning permission granted by this Council and in light of Euro Construction having been placed into administration. Has this Council assessed the outstanding works for the purpose of costing same? And will the remaining €67,000 from the developers bond suffice in meeting these costs?"

Reply

The Council is currently holding a bond of €67,700 plus interest in respect of Gleann Alainn Estate, Tullyallen. A comprehensive list of outstanding works has been prepared, however a final costing is not available at this time. The Council has written to the Administrator recently with the view to resolving all outstanding matters to the satisfaction of all parties.
18. COUNTY MANAGER’S REGISTER
The County Manager will submit his Order Register to-date.
________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


