APPENDIX III
CRITERIA FOR RETAIL AREAS
DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA FOR RETAIL AREAS

The Retail Planning Guidelines for Planning Authorities issued by D.O.E.L.G in January 2001 require that a Detailed Retail Strategy be prepared for the Drogheda / Dundalk area with the intention of incorporating the strategies and policies in the appropriate development plan(s).  In this plan, an indicative retail hierarchy is described, which shall be subject to the specifics of the Retail Strategy when prepared and the other relevant considerations indicated in the Retail Planning Guidelines.  The hierarchy described ranges from convenience shops in employment areas, to neighbourhood centres in residential sectors and a retail park in the industrial area close to the junction of the N1 and the Northern Cross/Port Relief route.

It is a requirement of the Retail Planning Guidelines that, in preparing development plans, County Councils should specify criteria against which the merits of out of centre retail applications can be judged, covering matters such as:-

· The broad need (floor space) requirement for additional retail development to serve an identified local community;

· Size of development;

· Quality of design and layout;

· Effect on the nearby environment;

· Effect on vitality and viability;

· Servicing;

· Accessibility by a variety of travel modes and car parking.

As retail proposals will be required commensurate with population expansions, it should be noted that it will not be appropriate for applications for out of centre sites to be pursued when there is quite clearly no need for the scale of development proposed. 
