An Taisce Report – IBAL Anti-Litter League, Round 1, 2021


Dundalk:  27th out of 40 towns / cities surveyed.  Moderately Littered.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The recent IBAL 2021 survey results acknowledge that 

“Dundalk was among the many towns to show an improvement over 2020, but fell just short of Clean status. Five of the ten sites surveyed got the top litter grade, (including two of the approach roads) but the overall ranking was brought down somewhat by the Miscellaneous Wasteground behind the Clothes Bank on N53 – it wasn’t just casually littered but subject to dumping and long-term neglect. The streetscape at both Clanbrassil Street and Church Street was excellent – paving was particularly fresh and planting, flower boxes, seating, bins etc. were particularly fresh – minor litter at both sites took away from a top litter grade.  Finnabair Business and Technology Park was another  site which just missed getting the top litter grade  - this could easily be achieved this with a little extra care and attention.  

Given the above comments, the efforts of all involved, and the fact that the town achieved five Grade A rankings, three grade B+ rankings, and only one grade C and one grade D ranking, it is disappointing that Dundalk came in at 27th in the table. 

Planned actions 

Action 1 Using funding from the 2021 litter infrastructure fund, Louth County Council will be deploying an additional 31 solar powered compacting bins (with significantly increased capacity over and above that provided by standard bins) throughout the county during the coming months. A number of these will be deployed around the urban area of Dundalk at locations chosen by the area engineer on the basis of need and litter prevalence. 

Action 2 The loss of CCTV deployment to enable gathering of evidence to prosecute offenders for littering and dumping has been detrimental to the Councils ability to enforce the law and in particular at more remote locations. Once the law permits, the deployment of CCTV by the Council will once again be considered as an enforcement tool in these areas.

Action 3  all areas highlighted in the IBAL report will receive continued attention from the Dundalk street sweeping contractor, the council roads and parks maintenance team and the litter wardens (in liaison with the Tidy Towns volunteers) over the coming period, and those areas which performed poorly will receive increased attention to endeavour to improve the situation that pertains. 

The Council’s response in relation to the specific sites surveyed are as follows:

(a) Clanbrassil Street- Grade B+.  “The streetscape was very good with lovely paving, seating, hanging baskets and ornamental trees, Street bins were in excellent condition. The casualness of a few took away from an otherwise very good site.   As well as some food related items there were disposable face-masks and cigarette butts.”

Response: We will keep up  good management of same. A good result for this location as it is difficult to keep clean 100% of the time.

(b) Church Street -  Grade B+.  “Another excellent street, in terms of overall presentation – the paving was exceptionally fresh and colourful planting enveloped some wooden seating.  As with Clanbrassil Street, there were just too many small litter items to warrant the top litter grade – mostly food and alcohol related, with some cigarette butts”

Response: We will keep up  good management of same. A good result for this location as it is difficult to keep clean 100% of the time.

(c) Clanbrassil Street Car Park - Grade A.  “The pedestrian approach was brightly painted, taking away what could be quite a bare look. Despite plenty of usage, there was a virtual absence of litter at Clanbrassil Street Car Park.  The planted areas were well maintained, with no accumulations of litter, as can so easily happen. Several separate incidents of graffiti on the electricity unit.”

Response: We will keep up good management of same. A good result for this location as it is difficult to keep clean 100% of the time.

(d) Ard Easmuinn -  Grade A. “A clean and tidy residential area with no visible litter issues.  The overall impression created was a positive one with interconnecting roads presenting well.”

Response: We will keep up good management of same. 

(e) Longwalk Shopping Centre:  Grade A.  “All aspects of the area surveyed were in very good order – signage, planting, bollards, trolley bays, etc – it was excellent with regard to litter.”

Response: We will keep up good management of same. 

(f) Finnabair Business and Technology Park - Grade B+. “Much of the grounds of this business and technology park presented well with seating, bins, signage etc. in very good order. While the overall impression was of an environment clear of litter, there was some scattered food related litter, alcohol cans and face masks. With a little extra effort, this could easily be a top-ranking site.”

Response: The Finnabair Estate is private but the approach road is regularly litter picked by the Council team. We will keep up good management of same.

(g) N52 from R132 Junction to Hoey’s Lane Junction - Grade A. “Road surface, markings and signage were in good order and the overall impression with regard to litter was a positive one.  Grass verges and hedges were well attended.” 

Response: We will keep up good management of same. 

(h) R132 Dublin Road -  Grade A  (from N52 junction to junction of Stapleton Place). “This route created a  positive first impression of Dundalk. There was a virtual absence of litter along this approach route.”

Response: We will keep up good management of same. 

(i) N53 Castleblayney Approach Road -  Grade C.  “The overall impression along this road was of a very obvious litter presence throughout – on the grass area, on the pavement in front of the concrete bollards, trapped within high weed growth etc.  There was a variety of food related litter, along with some alcohol cans.”

Response: The litter along the N53 was in front of the hoarding erected for a new housing development.  This site was cut/cleaned in the last 2 weeks (by hand as the mower could not access the area between bollards and hoarding). This area will receive increased council attention. 

(j) Miscellaneous wasteground, behind Clothes Bank on N53 -  Grade D.  “This was by far the most heavily littered site surveyed in Dundalk.  It wasn’t just casually littered but subject to dumping and long-term neglect. Upwards of a dozen black sacks of rubbish, along with pieces of wood and other miscellaneous items had been discarded. Where does responsibility for this site lie?  It needs urgent attention.”

Response: This N53 miscellaneous ground is a private site and LCC staff do not have access. However, by liaising with the owner, this site has now been cleaned and the owner has committed to erecting a hoarding or fence. The council will also monitor activity around the clothes bank and will liaise with the charity operating it as required to ensure strong maintenance.

In conclusion, please be assured that Louth County Council is very aware of the outcome of the IBAL Survey and is, and has been, very active in working to address issues of littering and waste in in Dundalk, in Drogheda and throughout the county. The council will redouble its efforts in this regard going forward. While endeavouring to optimise the deployment of our resources to the areas of maximum need, we also look forward to an improved enforcement environment once legislation on the use of CCTV for such enforcement has been addressed.

